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Why study  Sanskrit?
The Sanskrit language has a unique history that extends over 3500 years from the ancient Vedic 
culture to modern identity politics and intellectual formations. As one of the oldest and most 
thoroughly documented Indo-European languages, a knowledge of Sanskrit is not only relevant to 
classical and modern languages throughout Europe and Asia alike but is critical to understanding 
the geographic transmission of literary, artistic, religious, and political knowledge-systems. 
Learning Sanskrit opens doors to new fields in international research and provides a basis for 
critical and interdisciplinary engagement in multiple areas of interest.

"The Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiquity, is of a wonderful structure; 
more perfect than the Greek, more copious than the Latin, and more exquisitely 

refined than either."
- SIR WILLIAM JONES (1746—1794)
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Students with prior language experience must take a Language Proficiency Assessment (LPA) for proper level 
placement. For details, see the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific (CAP) language proficiency assessment site.

Study Sanskrit at the Australian National University. 
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 Study Sanskrit  at ANU
The ANU Sanskrit program has been designed to be student-centred, supportive, and responsive to individual 
interests and experiences. As an innovative online program, our classes attract students from all over the world and 
nurture a strong sense of community and belonging. The Sanskrit major equips students with a high level of 
competence in Sanskrit, addressing both knowledge and critical understanding of Sanskrit language and its 
associated cultures. The courses included in this Major balance comprehensive training in grammar, translation, and 
textual analysis with exposure to a wide variety of Sanskrit and Vedic literary genres. By its completion, students will 
be able to independently read Sanskrit texts and engage incisively with issues of textual interpretation, cultural 
significance, and historical reception.

• ANU Students: Choose to study Sanskrit as an elective, minor (24 units/4 courses) or major (48 units/8 courses) as

part of your ANU degree.
• Open Universities Australia (OUA)/Non-Award: Enrol in individual courses taught completely online for professional

development or personal interest without pursuing a full degree. Cross-institutional offerings available.
• Advanced offerings: Progress through Sanskrit language levels 1-6, and explore subjects in linguistics, Indian,

South Asian Studies and a pathway to research South Asian literature, history, religious traditions, society, and
culture.
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