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Why study Taiwanese?

As a world-leading institution with a strong focus on Asia, ANU has long valued Taiwan Studies, and the
Taiwanese language course is an integrally critical part of this program. The Taiwanese Southern Min
(Minnanyu) intensive course covers basic pronunciation, grammar, and the use of this language in daily practice
in Taiwan.

“The course provides a solid an understanding of the language, one of
oldest surviving Sinitic dialects, and therefore really enhanced my
appreciation of traditional Chinese poetry.”

— FORMER STUDENT OF ANU'S INTENSIVE TAIWANESE COURSE
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Studying Taiwanese at ANU

The ANU Taiwanese course introduces students to current Taiwanese, also known as Holo, which is part of the
Hokkien or Southern Min (Minnanyu) language group. It places specific emphasis on the use of this language in
daily practices in Taiwan, although the language is also used in the southern part of Fujian Province, People's
Republic of China, and in many diasporic communities in South-east Asia.

The course covers basic pronunciation and grammar. Students learn to conduct everyday conversations and to
use common content and function words in conversation and writing. It also develops a knowledge of the
cultures and traditions that have shaped features of the language. In addition, an understanding of the language,
one of oldest surviving Sinitic dialects, will enhance an appreciation of traditional Chinese poetry. Through poetry
and idioms, the course also offers insights into the cultures and traditions that have shaped features of the
language. Students will be able to conduct everyday conversation in Taiwanese by the end of the course.

e ANU Students: Choose to study Taiwanese (Southern Min) as an elective as part of your ANU degree.

e Non-Award: Enroll in individual courses for professional development or personal interest without pursuing a
full degree.

e Offerings include courses such as Taiwanese Society & Politics (ASIA2222) and Taiwanese (Southern Min)
(CHIN2013).

e Advanced offerings include courses on Asian Studies, Chinese Studies, Asia-Pacific Politics, and Chinese
languages.

Students with prior language experience must take a Language Proficiency Assessment (LPA) for proper level
placement. For details, see the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific (CAP) language proficiency assessment
site.

Study Taiwanese language and culture at the Australian National University.

Further Information

N ANU School of Culture, History & Language
E cap.student@anu.edu.au
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